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When you purchase a new RV the dealership usually gives you what is referred to as a starter kit. 

The starter kit is typically made up of an RV drinking water hose, a sewer drain hose, a roll of RV 

toilet paper and some holding tank treatments. It’s a nice gesture, but you will quickly discover you 

cannot go camping and properly set the RV up at the campground with these limited supplies. In 

fact, there are many other products you will need, to make all of your RV trips more enjoyable. 

There are what I refer to as RV essential items and nice to have items. To assist you in being 

better prepared for any and all camping scenarios we are going to go through my RV essential 

items list today. Most of these RV essential items are available at your local RV dealership. 

Let’s start right now.

RV Essential Items List

A Potable RV drinking hose - RV drinking hoses are labeled 

safe for drinking water. Hoses not labeled safe for drinking can 

contribute to lead and other dangerous chemicals getting in the 

water. 

RV drinking hoses are typically white or blue in color so you can 

distinguish them from other hoses you use for washing the RV, or 

for waste-water maintenance. RV drinking hoses come in 

different diameters and different lengths. I recommend keeping a 

10-foot and 25-foot hose in the RV so you can always reach the 

campground water connection. These hoses can be purchased 

from your RV dealer.

A green, gray or black garden hose - You should take an 

ordinary garden hose for cleaning the RV and other purposes. 

The color of the hose will help distinguish what it is used for.

A water pressure regulator - Some RV campgrounds have high 

water pressure that could potentially damage the plumbing in 

your RV. A pressure regulator will regulate the water pressure at 

40 to 50 psi to protect your RV water system. There are regular 

pressure regulators, and high flow regulators.  Some pressure 

regulators include a gauge so you know exactly what the water 

pressure is. Always connect the regulator at the source of the 

water to regulate the pressure before it enters the hose.

A 90-degree elbow connector- Connect the 90-degree elbow to 

the city water inlet to prevent crimping and stress and strain on 

the drinking hose. 
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A hose splitter and some hose repair kits- You never know 

when these will come in handy.

Holding tank treatments- Holding tank treatments are used to 

break down waste in the black water holding tank and help 

prevent odors. There are dry and liquid treatments, and 

numerous brands available. I recommend you experiment with a 

couple different types of treatments until you find one you prefer. 

Always use environmentally friendly holding tank treatments to 

help protect dump stations, campground septic systems and the 

environment. 

Gloves- I keep disposable gloves in the RV for jobs like 

emptying the holding tanks, and some regular gloves for 

working around batteries or doing other maintenance. 

Toilet paper designed for use in RVs- This type of RV toilet 

paper breaks down and dissolves quickly in the black water 

holding tank to help prevent potential problems with the holding 

tank and the RV wastewater system.

RV sewer drain hoses- There are numerous brands of RV 

sewer drain hoses and they all offer features and benefits to the 

RV owner. One important consideration is the thickness of the 

vinyl wrap. I recommend spending a little extra and getting 

heavy-duty sewer drain hoses. They also come in different 

lengths, and it’s a good idea to keep a 10-foot and a 20-foot 

sewer hose in the RV so you can always reach the campground 

sewer drain connector. 

RV sewer hose connectors and adapters- You need various 

connectors and adapters to make connections at the drain outlet 

on the RV and the campground sewer drain. You also want 

adapters or drain hoses that can connect two hoses together if 

you need additional length. There are several sewer hose kits 

available with different length hoses and various connectors. 

One of my favorite connectors is this universal 90-degree 

connector. It works on both smooth and threaded sewer drain 

pipes in 3, 3 ½ and 4-inch sizes. 
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A sewer hose donut- If you don’t have the universal 90-degree 

connector you will need some type of sewer hose donut. They 

are usually made of plastic or foam rubber to get a good seal 

where the sewer hose attaches to the campground sewer drain. 

These are included with some RV sewer hose kits available on 

the market.

Water filtration- I recommend using some type of water 

filtration system. If your RV does not have a built-in water 

filtration system you have several options when it comes to 

water filtration. You can use an inline water filter under the 

counter to filter your drinking water, you can use an inline water 

filter at the campground water supply that filters all of the water 

going into the unit or you can install a filtration system that filters 

all the water going in the RV.

Black tank flush- If your RV is not equipped with a black tank 

flush you need a way to rinse and flush the tank after it is 

emptied. There are tank flush wands that you use through the 

toilet to rinse the tank and there are reverse flush valves like 

pictured. After you empty the holding tank you connect your 

maintenance hose to rinse and flush the tank. The clear plastic 

allows you to see when the tank is clean. There are other 

products designed specifically to help clean the gray water tank. 

You add it directly through the sink drains and run some water to 

get it into the gray water tank. Something else you can do is add 

some dishwashing liquid to the sink drains and run water to get 

it into the tank. It will suds up and help clean the tank and 

prevent odors. 

Digital Line Monitor- I like to keep a digital line monitor in the 

RV. You can use it to check campground wiring, and you can 

plug it into an outlet to monitor the electricity during your stay. I 

recommend one that can check polarity, voltage and frequency 

if you have a generator. Tip: When AC voltage drops below 105 

volts or goes above 130 volts you risk damaging electrical 

appliances and electronic equipment in your RV.

An assortment of electrical adapters- Depending on your unit 

and where you like to camp you will need various electrical 

adapters so you can plug in to different electrical services 

provided. There are all types of electrical adapters. Some go 

from 50-amp to 30-amp or 50 amp to 20 amp and others go 

from 30-amp to 50 amp or 30 amp to 20 amp. Check with your 

RV dealer for the adapters you might need.
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An RV extension cord- I recommend you keep an RV 

extension cord that is compatible with the electrical system on 

your RV.  The gauges of wire used in standard household type 

extension cords are not suitable for RV electrical connections. 

Surge Protector- I highly recommend a surge protector that 

connects at the campground electric pedestal to protect the RVs 

electrical system. There are numerous brands and levels of 

protection available. I personally use Surge Guard products. 

The model I have not only checks the campground wiring before 

it goes to the RV, but it protects against high or low voltage 

conditions, open neutral, open ground and reverse polarity.

An assortment of spare fuses and light bulbs compatible with 

your RV.

Leveling blocks- These blocks have a wide assortment of 

uses. You can use them to level your RV, to provide footing 

under stabilizer jacks, hydraulic jacks and trailer tongue jacks. 

They are safe, fairly inexpensive and easy to store when you’re 

not using them. 

Refrigerator fan- I use a small battery-operated refrigerator fan 

to help circulate air and make my refrigerator operate more 

efficiently. Another good idea is to install a thermostatically 

controlled refrigerator vent fan.  

Strikers- Don’t forget to take a couple of strikers along with you. 

They come in handy for lots of things and they are great for 

lighting LP gas appliances that don’t have built in igniters.

awning tie downs- They are inexpensive and help secure and 

prevent damage to your awning. But remember, the best way to 

prevent damage to your awning is to store it whenever there is 

bad weather.
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One of the biggest problems with RVs is dead batteries. 

Whether it’s caused by overcharging, undercharging or lack of 

maintenance the batteries in your RV just don’t seem to last 

very long. 

The primary cause for dead batteries is sulfation. If a battery is 

not recharged the sulfate material attaches to the discharged 

portions of the plates and begins to harden into crystals. If the 

battery is not recharged in a timely manner this sulfate cannot 

be converted back into active plate material and the battery is 

ruined. 

To help prevent this and save your batteries I use a product 

called the Battery Minder. The battery minder is a charger, 

maintainer and conditioner all in one. Whenever you are not 

using your RV just connect the Battery Minder to the RV battery 

and it will desulphate the battery plates, maintain a full charge 

and never overcharge your batteries. There are other products 

available that are similar to the battery minder.

Last but certainly not least is proper ventilation for your RV. 

There are several reasons for this. RVs need ventilation to 

prevent stale musty air and to help any odors escape. You also 

need to ventilate your RV to prevent excessive heat from 

building up inside the RV. 

And if you travel with pets like we do they need as much 

ventilation as possible in the RV. I personally use Maxx Air 

products for ventilation in the RV. There are roof vent covers 

that let you open the vents even when it’s raining outside. And 

there are high power ventilation fans that have intake and 

exhaust functions. 
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This list is not all-inclusive. There are many other products you will discover along 

the way that are helpful in making your RV trips more enjoyable. And there are lots 

of nice to have things too, but as far as essential items go this is a good start. For 

more information on how to use and maintain your RV visit 

www.rvonlinetraining.com 

Mark J. Polk

Happy Camping
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