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Towing System Inspection & Safety Checklist

Always read and follow the vehicle manufacturer’s instructions when towing a vehicle 
behind a motorhome. This checklist was designed as an easy resource for you to inspect the 
entire towing system prior to actually towing a vehicle down the road. It is not intended for 
inspecting items like the tire pressure on the towed vehicle, or how to properly set the 
vehicle itself up for towing. That information can be found in the vehicle’s owner manual. It 
is crucial however, that you make these checks to ensure the towing system is safe to tow a 
vehicle behind your motorhome. Follow the checks that apply to you, and add any 
additional checks not covered in this checklist. 

❑. Blue Ox states, It is the owner’s responsibility to inspect all towing equipment for 
cracked welds, missing or worn parts and loose bolts before each towing trip.  
❑ Roadmaster states, Every 3,000 miles, the owner must inspect the fasteners for proper 
torque, according to the bolt torque requirements chart in the instructions. The owner must 
also inspect all mounting points for cracks or other signs of fatigue every 3,000 miles. Failure 
to do so could result in loss of the towed vehicle.
❑ Only connect the vehicle on a flat smooth surface. 
❑ Set the emergency brake on the motorhome and on the towed vehicle. 
❑ Before connecting the tow bar to the vehicle, inspect the baseplate for secure mounting 
to the towed vehicle. If you notice any loose or missing hardware on the baseplate, do not 
tow the vehicle until it is repaired. 
❑ Inspect the tow bar and mounting hardware for any damage. Do not use any components 
of the towing system that are damaged. Check all nuts and bolts for secure mounting. 
❑ Inspect the hitch receiver on the motorhome. Look for any cracks or breaks in the welds, 
and check all the mounting hardware for loose or missing nuts or bolts. Do not tow a vehicle 
if you discover a defect on the receiver, until the defect is repaired. 
❑ If you have a coupler style tow bar, check the fit of the coupler on the ball. Verify the 
hitch ball is the correct size for the tow bar coupler. Lock the coupler on the hitch ball and 
secure it with a lock or safety pin. 
❑ Connect the tow bar. Make sure it is properly connected to the motorhome and to the 
baseplate, and that all pins and clips are properly secured. 
❑ Attach the safety cables. Crisscross the cables to form an X. Secure the cables to a 
permanent fixture on the tow vehicle and the motorhome. Attach the light cable and check 
all lights on both vehicles for proper operation. 
❑ Attach the breakaway lanyard if applicable. 
❑ After the vehicle is prepared for towing, make sure the emergency brake is disengaged on 
the tow vehicle and motorhome, and engage the tow bar legs if you use a self-aligning tow 
bar. Slowly pull the motorhome forward, turning the steering wheel left to right until both 
tow bar arms are fully extended and locked in place.
❑ Every time you stop, inspect the entire towing system for any defects.

For more information on using and maintaining your RV visit www.rvonlinetraining.com


